
VOL. XXXIV, NUMBER 3

MAY 2008

American Helvetia
Philatelic Society

Self-Stick Stamps:
How Many Variations are There?

by Richard T. Hall
Through the kind offices of Michael Rutherfoord, I was able to obtain a 4-page listing of the

production variations of the Swiss stamps issued in self-adhesive form up through the Silhouette and
Pro Juventute issues of November 2007. This compilation is the work of Hans Häfeli, the eagle-eyed
Swiss who has been following these issues. I want to thank both Michael and Hans for providing me
this material as well as granting permission to publish it here in  TELL. I do not discuss the embroi-
dery stamp, the wooden stamp, or the Communications Museum stamps in the context of this article.
They're a different breed of cat.

Self-adhesive stamps in Switzerland began with the tapestry designs booklet of 1996. As in the
United States, these stamps are very popular with the general public and more and more of the Swiss
stamps are being issued in this format. Fortunately to date, the Swiss have not suffered from the un-
soakable self-adhesives that we here in the US are plagued with. Have you tried soaking off one of the
Northern or Southern Lights stamps?

The Swiss self-adhesive stamps
were only issued in booklet form up until
the 70c St. Bernard Snow Globe definitive
and the 90c "A" definitive issues of May
2001 (Zumstein 1025 and 1026). These
two stamps were issued in self-adhesive
coils as well as in booklet form. Separated
from their backing, the stamps appear to
be indistinguishable. Herr Häfeli says
that the two versions have differing num-

bers of "perforation" teeth and that the corner teeth are different.

The next self-adhesive issued in two forms was the 90c Ladybug Goodluck stamp of September
2002 (Zumstein 1060). In this case the non-booklet form was a single stamp manufactured for inclu-
sion in the annual set for 2002. Here again, the two versions are distinguishable by their backing pa-
per and differing numbers of teeth and shape of the corner teeth. The single-stamp version must be
much scarcer than the booklet variety.

The next two self-adhesive issues, the
Greetings from Switzerland stamps (Zum-
stein 1069 and 1070) and the130c 4-Leaf
Clover Goodluck stamp (Zumstein 1104) fol-
lowed the same pattern as the Ladybug is-
sue.

In 2003 two additional new formats
appeared in the Pro Juventute issue of that
year (Zumstein WI 369-372). To satisfy their
new-issue clients, (continued on page 12)
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ROPEX Update
Our annual AHPS convention in Roches-

ter will be only a couple of weeks after you re-
ceive this. We hope many of you are coming.
But here are a few reminders, and a few addi-
tional pieces of information:

• If you can, bring something for our "Show
and Tell" on Friday afternoon at 2:00

• Make your reservations for the Friday night
dinner by phoning David Durham at (585)
624-5575

• On Friday at 10:15 there will be first day
ceremonies, for new 72 and 94 cent stamps

• Eric Strebel will bring his digital microscope
to the event. It is very useful in identifying
control marks, paper types, repairs and thins,
etc. He tells us that he would be happy to help
any member identify a questionable stamp at
the show.

Caption Contest
The win-

ning entry in the
first caption con-
test, submitted by
Harlan Stone,
makes reference
to the classic text
on forgeries, "Al-
bum Weeds. Very
good, Harlan!:

Response
to the first con-
test was under-
whelming to say the least. I know from experi-

ence that most collectors of Swiss stamps have a
great sense of humor, so I'm sure we'll do better
this time.

Look at
Zumstein # 821,
illustrated at
right, and
imagine what
the Swiss chef
might be think-
ing or saying.
Your entries
should be hu-
morous, as well
as printable in a family publication such as Tell.
You may enter as often as you wish. The prize
for the winning entry is a five dollar certificate
to be applied to your annual dues. Entries will
be judged by a jury composed of funny guys
Ernie Bergman, John Barrett and Gordon Trot-
ter. Send your entries to Gordon by email at
trotters2@verizon.net or by post to 10626 Fable
Row, Columbia, MD 21044. Entries must be re-
ceived no later than May 21.

From the President's
Album

by Harlan F. Stone
Initial results from our membership re-

cruiting drive have been disappointing. By
early April AHPS had gained eight new mem-
bers and eight reinstated members. They re-
sponded to letters that went to 376 American
Philatelic Society members who have listed
Switzerland as a collecting interest and to 82
former AHPS members. Secretary Dick Hall
divided APS mailing labels including both
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groups into the two categories, I wrote the let- 	 ers in Tell, I. G. Stamps in England and R + B
ters, and Past President Bill Lucas stamped and 	 R^lli-Schär in Switzerland. The booklet, in full
mailed them. 	 color, will be distributed over the next two years

The Board of Trustees has approved two 	 at stamp shows in the United States. It will be

new awards, the American Helvetia Philatelic 	 available at our national convention at ROPEX

Award for exceptional contributions to Swiss 	 outside Rochester, N.Y., during May 16-18.

philately of special interest to AHPS and the 	 Elsewhere in this issue of Tell, Secretary
American Helvetia Philatelic Society Service 	 Dick Hall, who is editing the book, describes
Award for exceptional contributions to AHPS. 	 what we still lack to complete it. We need more
Non-members qualify for the philatelic award 	 authors for unwritten chapters and more illus-
but not the service award. The criteria for both 	 trations for some written chapters. Here's your
were drafted by our three regional trustees, 	 chance to become a philatelic author the easy
Rudy Keller (committee chairman), Donn Lueck 	 way, with plenty of free editorial support.
and Mike Peter. These awards will replace the 	 Don't forget our AHPS convention's tradi-
AHPS Honorary Life Member Award. For a fi- 	 tional show-and-tell program at ROPEX on that
nal list of honorary life members, see the next 	 Friday, May 17, from 2 to 4 p.m. We need you to
page. 	 share up to eight covers or pages from your col-

Vice President Bruce Marsden has sub- 	 lection. The audience will appreciate anything
mitted our application for tax-free status as a 	 you think is especially interesting or perplexing.
non-profit educational organization to the Inter- 	 At the past two Fall Mega-Event exhibi-
nal Revenue Service. We are waiting for its re- 	 tions in New York, the organizing committee has
sponse. 	 conducted a competition for digital philatelic

In keeping with our educational mission, 	 studies (DPSs). At the request of the committee,
the Board of Trustees has unanimously ap- 	 Bruce Marsden, our AHPS webmaster, has
proved an $800 grant and a $1,200 loan to AHPS 	 added one of last fall's entries, "Swiss Postal In-
member Chuck LaBlonde for publication of his 	 volvement in the 1870-71 Franco-Prussian War",
fourth book since 2003, The Postal History of 	 which one of the committee members helped me
World War II Mail between Canada and Switzer- 	 create. As allowed under the DPS guidelines,
land. It will be available to AHPS members at a 	 this one contains photos as well as covers. Most
reduced price of $20 postpaid. Ordering details 	 importantly, it is interactive, enabling viewers
will be announced. 	 to flip over images to see the backs of some cov-

To encourage people to join AHPS, and to 	 ers. Two or more collectors are allowed to pool
publicize Swiss Stamps — Something for Every- 	 their collections to create a complete DPS on a
one, our book-in-progress for new collectors of 	 given subject. If you want to check out this DPS
Switzerland, the Board of Trustees has approved 	 on a Swiss subject, go to "Exhibit Archive" on
the printing of 10,000 copies of a 16-page book- 	 www.swiss-stamps.org . If you would like to try
let; the booklet will contain the first chapter and 	 this latest approach to exhibiting, I can help you
ads from Swiss Post and two long-time advertis- 	 get the guidelines.
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American HeCvetia
PhiCateCic Society

Honorary L ife
.9t4embers

1. * Sophie Buser 	 1974
2. * Eddie Buser Jr. 	 1974
3. * Ernest A. Xehr 	 1974
4. * Jan Donker 	 1975
5. Robert g'. Clarke 	 1975
6. * ,delix Ganz 	 1975
7. Robert C. Ross 	 1975
8. Harlan ,d. Stone 	 1985
9. * Edythe J. RawnsCey 1987
10. ^harCes J. LaBlonde 1989
11. * ,drank young 	 1993
12. Richard g'.Hall 	 1996
13. Ernest L. Bergman 	 1997
14. Robert G. Zeigler 	 2002
15. * Edwin L. Chalfant 	 2004

* deceased

To the Editor
Having now seen a number of chapters of

the "Book" in their near final form I am very
glad indeed that I volunteered months ago to
provide some input. It has distressed me to see
that there are still no offers for a significant
number of subjects; I am sure that the society
has members who are knowledgeable about
them.

My experience tells me that knowledge,
some thought, and some work are the key ingre-
dients to a successful outcome. Reading over the
existing chapters one soon gets the sense of
what is required. This is not a rehash of cata-
logue listings; even though it will be a pretty big
book, it will be a very small selection from a
huge amount of material and that selection re-
quires the thoughts of many of us.

I have found that it doesn't really matter
how the words are written in your draft if the
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ideas are there; Dick really can create order out
of chaos. If you don't have the piece you would
really like to illustrate your point, the odds are
very good that some member can provide a scan.
The more everybody interacts with the project
the better will be the result.

While I still don't like writing I have had
a lot of fun in revisiting long dormant sections of
my collection and learning a good deal more
about them. This is a major project for the soci-
ety of a scope unthinkable a few years ago. Eve-
rybody who joins in will make it better.

Ken Eadie

1980 TELL Set Needed
The Smithsonian National Postal Mu-

seum is trying to complete its set of TELLs. Ap-
parently, they have everything except the 1980
volume. If anyone is willing to supply it, please
contact Daniel A. Piazza, Assistant Curator of
Philately, Smithsonian National Postal Mu-
seum, MRC 570, POB 37012, Washington, DC
20013, or 202-633-4737, or piazzad@si.edu .

AHPS Book Needs You!
In Ken Eadie's letter above, he encour-

ages us to contribute material for the AHPS
Book. Here is a list of what we need. First,
these chapters do not yet have an author:

Chapter 11— Standing Helvetias
Chapter 14 — Officials
Chapter 16 — Franchise Stamps
Chapter 18 — Booklets
Chapter 19 — Tête-Bêche and Interspace

Pairs
Chapter 21— Revenues
Chapter 22 — Soldier Stamps - WWII
Chapter 24 — Miscellaneous Issues

Telegraph Stamps
Campione d'Italia
UN Geneva

Chapter 25 — Liechtenstein
Chapter 26 — Postal History

20th century postal history
Censorship
Refugee mail
WWII

(continued on page 16)
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Switzerland's Postal Wrapper Bands 1871-1902
by Harlan F. Stone, CPhH

This article was first published in Postal Stationery Mar-Apr 2007, Vol 49 #2, Whole Number 353, the official bimonthly
magazine of the United Postal Stationery Society. Anyone who is interested in the UPSS can contact Editor Wayne
Menuz at upss-ed@pacbell.net or (408) 265-5539.

Although the first
federal postal regulations
for Switzerland mentioned
wrapper bands in 1849, the
first postal bands did not
appear until 1871. The
regulations on postal rates
announced on June 8,
1849, effective on July 1,
stated that printed matter
bearing no writing other
than the address, and
placed in a wrapper so it
could be easily examined,
was subject, when prepaid,
to reduced rates 1 .

Not until January
14, 1871, did the Bernese
Union for Commerce and
Industry urge the Swiss
Postal Department to issue
postal wrapper bands, cit-
ing the 1868 example of
the German North German
Postal Union. On March
20 the department decided
to produce "prepaid bands".
(This date became part of
the issue's design.) On
May 13, without any offi-
cial announcement, the de-
partment distributed 2-

centime and 5-centime bands to its 11 district headquarters
offices for sale on an experimental basis.

On November 1, 1871, the Federal Council approved
the use of bands, which then became available at post offices
outside the district offices. Not until December 21, 1872, how-
ever, more than a year later, did the department announce
that bands would be on sale at all post offices, effective Janu-
ary 1, 1873. Switzerland became the sixth postal administra-
tion out of at least 113 to adopt this new form of postal
stationery2 .

By 1902 the Postal Department had issued 20 definitive
bands. Stämpfli & Company, a book printer in Bern, produced
all of these Swiss bands on paper from the Biberist Paper Mill
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in Biberist. The Swiss Federal Mint took over the printing step from Stämpfli after the 1902 issue.
Biberist supplied the paper only until 1878, when the firm of Henggeler, Hämmerli & Company in
Landquart succeeded it before introduction of the 1879 issue. Prices to the public included a surtax to
help cover production costs. All of these early bands were valid for use until December 31, 1924.

No essays or proofs are listed in the Zumstein specialized catalog 3

for the design of the first four wrapper bands produced in 1871 for use
during the experimental period. This design, shown in Figure 3, includes
an oval crown of laurel and oak leaves around the Swiss cross at the top
and the denomination in the center, all supported by a ribbon at the bot-
tom bearing the March 20, 1871, date. This date is expressed in the
European style of 20 3 71. The printing process was lithography on gray-
white paper. Gum was applied to the width of the band at one end.

For the 2c band there are four printing varieties: a small format
and a medium format (Figures 1 and 2), each in two colors, carmine red
or brick red. The following table lists the different specifications for the
two formats in millimeters and the size of the sheets:

Small Medium

Length of band 220 mm 340 mm

Length of lines separating the bands 144 mm 224 mm

Thickness of lines 11/2 mm 21/2 mm

Distance between band's top & bottom lines 24 mm 28 mm

Quantity in one sheet 11 12

At a post office counter a purchaser had to pay 25c for a sheet of small bands or 27c for a sheet
of medium bands, the price in both cases including a 3c surtax for production costs. For either size the
price was two bands for 5c and a purchaser could not buy only one band 3 .

In similar fashion the post offices offered two formats for the 5c band, called medium and large,
with the overall layout and design the same as the 2c denomination. It also exists in two colors for
each, in this case being dull rose and brick red:

Medium Large

Length of band 340 mm 340 mm

Length of lines separating the bands 224 mm 224 mm

Thickness of lines 11/2 mm 11/2 mm

Distance between band's top and bottom lines 31 mm 38 mm

Quantity in one sheet 10 12

Georges Schild, president of the Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society, has listed slightly
different specifications for these first four bands 4, variations reflected in the Zumstein catalog, which
he edited. It is important to note that my distances between the top and bottom lines for each band do
not also include the thicknesses of the lines as his do. Other differences, however, are presumably
based on the greater number of production varieties that he has been able to inspect. These include 2
mm as well as 11/2 mm line thicknesses and variations up to 7 mm in line lengths for the 5c medium
format. He also illustrates a significant variety for the dull rose large format in which the imprinted
stamp is centered between each band's two lines instead of closer to the top line.

In the cases of the 5c bands, a sheet of 10 medium ones cost 53c and a sheet of 12 large ones
63c, the prices again maintaining the 3c surtax for production costs. However, a purchaser could buy
only one of either for 6c or two for 11c, again maintaining the 1c surtax that the 2c bands sold for.

In 1873 when the Postal Department started selling wrapper bands in all post offices, it issued
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a new set of 2c and 5c denominations with a design identical to that on a new 1873 postal card (Figure
4). The printing was changed from lithography to embossing. This time the oval crown consisted of 22
stars representing the number of Swiss cantons at that time, with the Swiss cross on a shield at the
top and a large figure of value in the center. In my
collection are three 5c and three 10c trial proofs of this
design closely matching the descriptions listed in Zum-
stein (3), but unfortunately the lithographic impres-
sions are so faint that they would not be visible in
reproduction here:

■ 5c rose on white tinted paper.
■ 10c rose on white tinted paper.
■ 5c rose on gray paper with blue fibers.
■ 10c violet on green paper.
■ 5c rose on white tissue paper.
■ 10c gray on tissue paper.

Zumstein also lists what it calls an example of the definitive issue, three values printed on the
same strip of paper: 2c light brown, 5c rose and 10c violet. But the final colors for the new issue were
rose for both the 2c and 5c. The Postal Department issued no 10c band until 1921 and then with a dif-
ferent design, the contemporary William Tell image already on adhesive stamps. Although the trial
proofs utilized lithography, the new and subsequent bands were a combination of typography and em-
bossing on gray-white paper.

The 2c band was 357mm long with single thin dividing lines 340mm long and 44mm apart. The
band was printed in sheets of 11. The price was 25c for a full sheet or 5c for two. The 5c band had
similar characteristics but measured 70mm between the dividing lines, providing a wider band for
heavier printed matter. It was produced in sheets of seven and sold for 40c per sheet or 6c for one 4 .

In 1874 the two bands were reissued with different colors, gray-brown for the 2c and red-brown
for the 5c. The dimensions and prices remained the same.

In 1875 the two bands were issued again with still different colors, yellow-brown to olive-brown
for the 2c and brown for the 5c. Another important difference was the addition of a quadrille water-
mark on the paper. The crisscross lines of the watermark form a pattern of small rectangles. The di-
mensions and prices of the two bands still remained the same.

In 1879 the two bands were reissued with the same colors as in 1875 but without the quadrille
watermark. In the meantime two other changes had an impact on these latest bands. The paper be-
came thinner and whiter after the 1878 takeover of paper production by Henggeler, Hämmerli &
Company from Biberist; and beginning September 1, 1876, a surtax was no longer necessary to help
defray production expenses. As a result of the price reductions, the bands sold for face value.

In 1883 the colors changed not only for the imprinted stamps but also for the paper. The de-
nomination and dividing lines became black for the 2c and vermilion for the 5c, and the paper became
yellow and thicker. The lengths became longer for both bands at 361mm and the widths greater at
48mm for the lower denomination and 81mm for the
higher denomination. (Actual measurements vary
slightly.) Full sheets contained 10 of the 2c and only
six of the 5c.

In 1896 the 2c band reappeared in the wider
format of the 5c, with a width of 81mm and in a sheet
of only six.

In 1897 the next issue came with a revised de-
sign (Figure 5), duplicating the change introduced for
postal cards in 1892. The Swiss cross and numeral
became smaller. A frame appeared around the cross
and shield. The different shape of the shield included a
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pointed bottom. The outer oval frame turned into a double instead of a single line. The leaner cross
made the Swiss symbol correct from a heraldic point of view. For both the 2c and 5c band in this is-
sue, the dimensions, color and sheet layout remained the same.

In 1899 the 5c reappeared in green while retaining all the characteristics of the previous ver-
milion version.

In 1902 the "classic" period of Swiss bands ended with a dramatic change in format for both the
black 2c and green 5c denominations. Replacing the horizontal format in favor since 1871, the Postal
Department switched to a large vertical format measuring 125mm wide and 330mm long. These
bands were printed one at a time without dividing lines on thick manila hemp paper capable of encir-
cling and holding heavier printed matter. The color of the paper for both comes in two varieties: pale
yellow or cream. In the case of the 5c band, there are two further varieties reflecting different posi-
tions for the imprinted stamp on the band: 36mm or 81mm below the gummed top end.

After these bands the Postal Department adopted current designs from its adhesive stamps,
using William Tell's son in 1907, and William Tell himself in 1921. A final design showing edelweiss,
the Swiss national flower, appeared on the last Swiss bands, the final one released in 1959.

References
1 Mirabaud and Reuterskiöld. The Postage Stamps of Switzerland 1843-1862. Quarterman Publications, Inc.,
1975, p. 56.

2 Pertile, Luigi. "Le Wrapper (Bande pour journaux)", Cursores No. 9, July 1982, p. 27.

3 Zumstein. Spezialkatalog und Handbuch - Die Ganzsachen der Schweiz (Special Catalog and Handbook - The
Postal Stationery of Switzerland), 2002.

4 Schild, Georges. "Etwas fiber die Streifbänder", Der Ganzsachensammler (The Postal Stationery Collector),
Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society, No. 57, April 1997, pp. 1044-1050.

Who's Who on Swiss Stamps:
Angelika Kauffman,
painter

by Rudy Schaelchli
This article is the first in an occasional series.

Angelika Kauffman
was born on Octo-
ber 10, 1741 in
Chur (Canton Gri-
son). The family
moved to Morbegno,
later to Como and
Milan. The young
lady showed her
talents as an artist
at an early age and
helped her father, a
painter, with his
work. In 1757, af-
ter her mother's
death, she moved to Schwarzenberg with her
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father to repaint the parish church. After vis-
its to Valtellina, Milan, Rome, and Venice, An-
gelika moved to London where she lived from
1766 to 1781. She became a member of the
Royal Academy, where her influence was so
great that a saying was coined about her: "The
whole world is Angelika made." Among her
social guests was Goethe, whose portrait she
painted. She married the Venetian painter An-
tonio Zucchi, and they move to Venice and later
to Rome, where she died on November 5, 1807.

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS
Conventions and shows:

ROPEX, May 16-18, 2008 — Rochester, NY;
contact David Durham, 149 Ontario St., Ho-
neoye Falls, NY 14472, dedur@aol.com

PIPEX, May 22-24, 2009 — Portland, OR;
contact George Struble, 210 18th St. NE,
Salem, OR 97301, gstruble@willamette.edu

CHICAGOPEX, 2010 — Chicago, IL

NAPEX, 2011— Washington, DC
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Matterhorn Meanderings
by Richard T. Hall

My short article in the last  TELL on the 1938 Pro Aero flight has resulted in a real mystery
story. Our sister organization on the other side of the pond reprinted the article (at my request; many
thanks, Richard Donithorn) in their Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter and friend Michael Ruther-
foord picked it up from there. Michael has been doing quite a bit of sleuthing through the various ar-
chives in Switzerland that might shed some light on what really happened in May 1938. First of all,
did the Aero Club of Switzerland actually have 13 airplanes at that time? (The  Luftpost-Handbuch
says they did.) Could one of these airplanes been stationed at each of the 12 landing fields used for
the flight? (La Chaux-de-Fonds and Le Locle shared the same airport.) The straight line distance
around the circuit of the 12 landing fields is approximately 800 km, which would have meant that
these little planes had to fly most of the day without any breakdowns. Michael and I have come to the
conclusion that if this actually happened, a central meeting point probably was used to which each
aircraft flew, exchanged mail, and returned home, in the style of today's FedEx. Even this has prob-
lems because of the large number of covers sent from Zürich, 20,690. That's a pretty heavy load.

From Michael's research he found that Swissair had agreed to supply two large aircraft for the
originally scheduled flight date of May 22, flying from Dübendorf to Bellinzona and back, one plane
flying the circuit of nine landing fields clockwise and one counter-clockwise. Two additional smaller
planes were to fly the shorter feeder routes from the remaining three landing fields. However, because
of a storm on the 22 nd, the flights were postponed. So were these large planes still available on the
date of the actual flight, May 31? Were all the covers actually flown or only a token number? Since
the departure and arrival cancels are mute as to time (they simply read `31.V.38—`), only covers which
were sent Express or Registered received arrival cancels with the time included.

Michael and I are trying to see if these timed arrival cancels can help solve this mystery. If
you have a cover from this flight which has a timed arrival cancel, could you please send me a photo-
copy of both sides so we can enter it into our database? Just send the photocopy to me at Post Office
Box 15053, Asheville, NC 28813-0053. Thanks in advance for your help.

The 2008 Pro Patria series which will be issued on May 8, 2008, provides some interesting al-
ternative first day cancel locations. The inset on the 85c+40c Via Sbrinz stamp shows the  Schnit%-
turm in Stansstad as does the K-cancel from Stansstad (K 183a). The inset on the 85c+40c Via
Romana stamp shows the two columns on the  Esplanade des Marroniers in Nyon. Unfortunately
Nyon does not have a K-cancel and its machine cancel shows the town, not the columns, so you will
have to settle for the ordinary hand cancel. The inset on the 100c+50c Via Valtellina shows the inn
Dürrboden in the Dischmatal near Davos. Here again, you have to settle for the ordinary hand cancel.
The inset on the final value of the set, the 100c+50c Via Stockalper shows the Alter Spittel on the
south side of the Simplon Pass. The hand cancel from Simplon Dorf will work for this value.

One new K-cancel was put into service. K-cancel 287b for 9300 Wit-
tenbach (canton St. Gallen) was first used on March 17, 2008, when the PLZ
for the village changed from 9303 to 9300 (Figure 1).

Here's the latest installment in the long list of post office closings and
changes:

1. On March 8, 2008, the post office at 3647 Reutigen (canton Bern) was
closed [assumed by Briefzustellregion 3600 Thun).

2. On March 14, 2008, the post office at 1414 Rueyres (canton Vaud) changed its PLZ to 1046
Rueyres and was closed [assumed by 1038 Bercher]; the new PLZ was effective on March 15.

3. 	 On March 14, 2008, the post office at 9302 Kronbühl (canton St. Gallen) was closed [assumed
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by Briefzustellregion 9302 Kronbühl] [K-cancel 898 was last used on that date.

4. On March 15, 2008, the post office at 9303  Wittenbach (canton St. Gallen) changed its PLZ to
9300 Wittenbach [K-cancel 287a was last used on that date; K-cancel 287b was first used on
March 17, 2008]

5. On March 20, 2008, the post office at 6222 Gunzwil (canton Luzern) was closed [assumed by
6215 Beromünster] [K-cancel 775 was last used on that date]

6. On March 28, 2008, the post office at 7433 Mathon (canton Graubünden) was closed [assumed
by 7432 Zillis]

7. On March 29, 2008, the following post offices were closed:

3533 Bowil (canton Bern) [assumed by 3506 Grosshöchstetten]

1982 Euseigne (canton Valais) [assumed by PostMail 1982 Euseigne] [K-cancel 1582 was last
used on that date]

4419 Lupsingen (canton Basel Land) [assumed by Briefzustellregion 4410 Liestal]

7157 Siat (canton Graubünden) [assumed by Briefzustellregion 7130 Ilanz]

8. On April 5, 2008, the post office at 3908 Saas Balen (canton Valais) was closed [assumed by
3910 Saas Grund]

9. On April 8, 2008, the post office at 8113 Boppelsen (canton Zürich) was closed [assumed by
8107 Buchs ZH]

10. On April 11, 2008, the post office at 3996 Binn (canton Valais) was closed [assumed by 3995
Ernen] [K-cancel 348b was last used on that date]

11. On April 12, 2008, the post office at 7076 Parpan (canton Graubünden) was closed [assumed by
7078 Lenzerheide/Lai] [K-cancel 124a was last used on that date]

12. On April 26, 2008, the following post offices were closed:

1986 Arolla (canton Valais) [assumed by PostMail 1986 Arolla] [K-cancel 382a was last used on
that date]

8767 Elm (canton Glarus) [assumed by 8762 Schwanden GL] [K-cancel 542 was last used on
that date]

4936 Kleindietwil (canton Bern) [assumed
by 4934 Madiswil]

13. On April 30, 2008, the following post offices
were closed:

Le Pâquier-Montbarry (canton Fri-
bourg)[assumed by PostMail 1663 Epangy]

7156 Pigniu (canton Graubünden) [assumed
by Briefzustellregion 7130 Ilanz]

9044 Wald (canton Appenzell Ausserrho-
den) [assumed by 9413 Oberegg] [K-cancel
403 was last used on that date]

That will do it for this time. Remember,
help us with the Pro Aero mystery, send me photo-
copies of your Registered or Express covers from
the 1938 flight.

May 2008



Self-Stick Stamps:
How Many Variations are There?

(continued from page 1) the Swiss Post, in addition to the usual sheet and booklet formats, issued the
stamps in blocks of four and in sets of four singles on small translucent backing paper. Now things
become interesting. The single stamps have continuous die cutting on all four sides. The blocks of
four have continuous die cutting only on the outside edges of the block, the internal die cutting is in-
terrupted every other tooth and the sheet stamps have die cutting interrupted every other tooth on all
four sides of each stamp. The booklet stamps have the same interrupted format as the block of four.
What is even more interesting is that the interruptions on the booklet (and block of four) are slightly
larger than on the sheet.

To help you understand these dif-
ferences in teeth, I have scanned the Vet-
erinarian stamp from the 2006 Pro
Juventute issue (Zumstein WI 383) from
the booklet and the sheet. Figure 1 is the
booklet version, Figure 2 the sheet. I hope
you can see in Figure 1 that the die cutting
at the margins is continuous while be-
tween the stamps it is interrupted. And in

Figure 2 I hope you can see that the die cutting is interrupted on all four sides. Now look closely at
the corners of the stamps and the interruptions in the die cutting. The shapes of the corner die cuts
are different and the interruptions are slightly larger on the booklet version (Figure 1) than on the
sheet version (Figure 2). To show you the difference between the die cutting in a full sheet as con-
trasted with the individual blocks of four the Swiss Post sells, I have also scanned the 130c value of

the recent Silhouette series. Figure 3 shows the
block of four while Figure 4 illustrates the full
sheet. I think you can see the difference between
the two versions. It is possible to distinguish
whether a single used stamp comes from a booklet
or a sheet based on the number of sides of the
stamp with ragged teeth or the shape of the cor-
ner die cuts. Ragged teeth are produced when the
stamp is removed from its backing paper. Figure
5 shows the bottom die cutting on a used 180c
stamp from this same series. The die cutting
clearly shows the ragged edges in every other

"valley". While it is more difficult to see
the ragged edges of the tips of the die cut-
ting in Figure 6 of the top of the same
stamp, they are definitely there. The left
and right die cutting shows the same pat-
tern. Therefore this stamp had to come
from a sheet.

Also in 2003 another new format
debuted — the Business Sheet. The three series of "Design" definitives — the 15c Vegetable Peeler, the
85c Station Clock, the 100c Corbusier Arm Chair, the 100c Landi Chair, and the 50c Zipper (Zumstein
1107, 1108, 1109, 1120, and 1138 respectively) — were issued in single-stamp format, business sheet
format, and booklet format. The business sheets have the matrix between the stamps stripped away
during manufacture. In addition to the differences in teeth as with the previous issues, some of these
stamps were printed with differing orientations of the raster screen. I have (continued on page 16)
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